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Galveston officials to develop a cruise terminal
on Galveston Island and market the city to
major cruise lines once again. The Celebration
will result in 20 ship port-o-calls in 2000 and
79 in 2001. It is estimated that the local eco-
nomic impact will amount to approximately
$40 million annually from ship and passenger
spending.

Mister Speaker, this is an exciting time to be
a Galvestonian. | would like to applaud every-
one throughout the community who made this
dream a reality. When the first ship sets sail
on September 30, it will usher in a new era of
Gulf Coast cruise operations out of the Port of
Galveston.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ad-
vise that unfortunately because of an impor-
tant scheduling conflict, | was unable to cast
my vote yesterday during consideration of
H.R. 5109, The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Health Care Personnel Act of 2000. At
the time of the vote, | was presenting a key-
note speech in observance of Hispanic Herit-
age Month, where | highlighted veterans
issues as part of a discussion of the important
contributions of Hispanics in public service.

Had | been able to be present during con-
sideration of the bill, 1 would have voted in
support of the bill. This is a bill that | co-spon-
sored, strongly supported and voted in favor of
being reported out of the House Veterans Af-
fairs Committee for consideration on the
House floor.

This is an important bill that would improve
the personnel and administration systems of
the Veterans Health Administration, allow for
necessary construction, and require reports on
the effectiveness of the Veterans health care
system along with the various aspects of Post
Traumatic Stress syndrome on Veterans.

The bill is important as it provides revised
authority for pay adjustments for nurses em-
ployed by the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and requires that nurses are consulted in for-
mulating policy relating to the provision of pa-
tient care.

Also, as part of the full spectrum of health
care for Veterans, | am pleased that the bill
provides for special pay for dentists, and
raises their salaries depending on their train-
ing and length of tenure.

Additionally, the bill provides an exemption
for pharmacists from a ceiling on special sal-
ary rates, and authorizes the inclusion of a
physician assistant to consult on the utilization
and employment of physician assistants in VA
medical centers.

Moreover, it is critical that our VA medical
facility infrastructure is safe and meets the
needs of our veterans. Therefore, | welcome
the authorization in this bill for the construction
of major medical facility projects across the
nation.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

In order to better serve our veterans, this bill
also requires the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to ensure that a protocol is used in any clinical
evaluation of a patient to identify pertinent mili-
tary experiences and exposures that may con-
tribute to the health status of the patient and
ensures that information relating to the military
history of patients are included in their medical
records.

Most importantly, | commend the authors of
this bill for developing a pilot program to allow
Medicare-eligible veterans to receive care at
non-VA facilities if they do not have easy ac-
cess to VA hospitals. Accessibility of care is
essential to truly meet our nation’s healthcare
commitments to our veterans. This carefully
tailored demonstration project ensures that
care is made more easily available in remote
locations, while recognizing that primary VA
health care facilities and services should in no
way be comprised.

Overall, this bill should provide added im-
provement in health care services and benefits
to our veterans. With H.R. 5109, we are pro-
viding important changes and modifications to
the VA health care system, in order to contin-
ually maintain and upgrade the provision of
services and benefits to our veterans.

Our veterans have always answered the call
to duty. Consequently, America must always
work to match this dedication by fulfilling our
commitments to these men and women who
have worn the uniform. | therefore strongly
support this legislation, and | am proud that
my colleagues joined in unanimously passing
this bill.

—————
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Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise tonight to
acknowledge the tremendous contributions
and individual success stories that have
helped our communities grow out of the pres-
ence of Lane College in Jackson, Tennessee,
the heart of the Eighth Congressional District.

Lane College is one of six Historically Black
Universities and Colleges located in Ten-
nessee that have helped set a standard for
academic excellence.

Lane was founded in 1882 as the C.M.E.
High School by the Colored Methodist Epis-
copal Church of America. But the seeds for
this great institution were first planted four
years earlier in 1878.

William Miles, the first Bishop of the C.M.E.
Church of America presided over the Ten-
nessee Annual Conference in 1878 accepted
a resolution by the Rev. J.A. Daniels to estab-
lish a school.

Two years later, after the great yellow fever
epidemic and the ascension of Bishop Isaac
Lane to the head of the Tennessee Annual
Conference, four acres of land were pur-
chased for $240 and in 1882 the school's
doors were opened.

Bishop Lane’s daughter, Miss Jennie Lane,
was its first teacher.
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In 1884 its name was changed to Lane In-
stitute. Then, 12 years later a college depart-
ment was organized and the Board of Trust-
ees changed the school's name to Lane Col-
lege.

gLane College is a small, private, co-edu-
cational, church-related institution with a liberal
arts curriculum offering degrees in the Arts
and Sciences.

Led by Dr. Wesley McClure, the College’s
ninth president, the school continues to play a
critical role in Jackson and surrounding com-
munities as an institution committed to aca-
demic excellence.

Lane College is one of 120 historically black
universities and colleges located in 23 states
across the nation. Lane is one of six located
in Tennessee and the other five are Fisk Uni-
versity, Knoxville College, Meharry Medical
College, Lemoyne-Owen College, and Ten-
nessee State University.

In 1997, 28 percent of African Americans
who received a bachelors degree earned them
from historically black universities and col-
leges.

Moreover, about 40 percent of African
American undergraduates enrolled at histori-
cally black universities and colleges in 1996
were first-generation college students.

Over its first 118 years, Lane College has
ensured its place in the community of aca-
demic institutions devoted to the growth and
achievement of our young people.

So Mr. Speaker, we are quite certain it will
build on that vision of community leadership
and academic excellence well into the 21st
Century.

Thank you for setting aside this time tonight
so that we may recognize the important role
historically black universities and colleges play
in our country.

————

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY CELE-
BRATES THE 55TH ANNIVERSARY
OF FREEHOLD VFW POST #4374

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 22, 2000

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of the 55th Anniversary of Freehold
VFW Post #4374. This organization has made
lasting contributions through hard work and
dedication to those in need.

The VFW is a patriotic organization devoted
to serving the widows and orphans of the Vet-
eran. The VFW promotes the institutions of
freedom and democracy, to preserve and de-
fend the constitution of the United States of
America. The Veterans of Foreign Wars was
formed after World War One and continues to
maintain a strong presence today.

Freehold’'s VFW Post #4374 first opened its
doors in 1945 under the watchful eye of its
first elected Commander, Francis Vanderveer.
Commander Vanderveer lead Post #4374 until
1947.

The VFW Post #4347 first held its gath-
erings for Freehold area veterans in a meeting
hall space borrowed from the Knights of Co-
lumbus. Then, in the 1960’s, construction
began on the present Post Home on Water-
works Road, where they continue to serve the
community.
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